
As or if you read this on the website it will be apparent that if not already in, most will 
have missed 2012 State Tournament deadlines.  Troubling to this writer if and when 
this occurs but prior issues, entity postings and the tournament listings leave little or 
no excuse for missing out.  Should this transpire it behooves teams to look at their 
leadership and consider changes for the future. 
 
    The Junior Olympic program causes this office great consternation.  While currently 
addressed in a bulletin on our website, believe it necessary to expand and reiterate.  
Holding without action, a number of background check authorizations for which no 
payment received or an explanation for.  Numbering a couple thousand by years end, 
we have no choice but to sit on them.  Early on sent notices to local league directors 
who for the most part chose to ignore.  It is not optional, ALL coaches, dugout person-
nel must be background checked and it matters not if going to state or higher tourna-
ment.   The fee increase by ASA, of which SDASA is paying $1.00 generates an ID card 
when the background check clears.  If you do not have an ACE or ID card you are NOT 
to be in the dugout during championship play.  Background checks are for the protec-
tion of our youth.  Hear complaints from some that their employment requires checks 
and to this, knowing same might possibly be more thorough, humor me as I am not 
empowered to make exceptions.  To those assuming responsibility for the leagues in 
your area, it is essential to insure commitment. 

     In the following pages the 2012 scholarship recipients are listed with current 
photo's.  Writer suggested alphabetical order while webmaster says shape, size of some 
photo's may not make this possible.  We do agree, reviewing applications that another 
outstanding group of young people will be getting a boost toward their education from 
our organization.  In your Editor's view, a current downside to this worthy effort is the 
lack of male  applicants.  Bringing back JO boys fast pitch and rejuvenating the slow 
pitch program would alleviate this problem. 

     It has been called to our attention by one of the participants that two individuals 
were overlooked in the June issue relative to Disqualification and Disciplinary action. 
Unintentionally omitted were Messers. Dave J. Hoppe and Aaron J. Hoffman of Water-
town. These gentlemen were suspended until June 29, 2012 with two years Probation 
which will end June 30, 2014. Any violations during this phase will result in a more 
severe penalty. 

Your Editor, whining in Commission's Comments and irrespective of time consumed, 
researching, writing and webmaster publishing; wonders how many people read this 
effort as a newspaper?  Writer would not be in the least offended if majority says "Put 
out Bulletins". Our website generates millions of "hits" but results suggest the message 
not getting out or through.  A message pro or con to sdasacomm@yahoo.com would indi-
cate some reading and provide direction. 

Our annual wish is that our Championships be injury and problem free, with the 
knowledge that all participants are champions.  
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Special points of interest: 

��Background checks must have 
payment, address, and drivers 
license when submitted. 

��SD ASA Championship season is 
here! There will 52 teams 
crowned as state champions in 
various divisions.  

��South Dakota will host 3 Na-
tional Tournaments in 2012. 14U 
Girls in Sioux Falls, Men’s C 
Northern in Rapid City and 
Men’s E Northern in Sioux Falls. 
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Registrations both late and 
incomplete. 

HECTIC is the single word best de-
scribing 2012 as far as the State 
Office is concerned.  Know most of 
the problems but lacking solutions.  
Currently sitting with incomplete 
team registrations and background 
checks for starters, do we yell at the 
volunteers who are lacking experi-
ence and time? To those, add a 
major city which has yet to register 
its umpires; have Emailed them 
more than once.  Have stacks of 
background check authorizations 
(paid) and umpires to be alphabet-
ized.  We have sites who have 
been billed and not paid; down in 
tournament sanctions as well as 
participant numbers.  In summation, 
a down year which could lead to a 
further shortage of umpires and 
loss of a spot on the ASA National 
Council due to failing to register at 
least 2000 teams.  If there is a posi-
tive, it will have to come from Fall 
leagues and Coed registrations 

SD ASA Bylaws Requires All 
Leagues Register 

A point which is not getting out and 
I'm not smart enough to enunciate 
is the SDASA by-law which requires 
registration of ALL team/league 
members.  Write about the subject 
at least once annually, even to 
quoting its contents but to no avail.  
At least once a season we learn of 
some league which does not in-
clude a certain age group required.  
Suffice it to says if they are part of 
your league, they must be regis-
tered.  Tongue in cheek, ask league 
officers if they think the tooth fairy 
pays for the scholarships,  ex-
penses incurred operating an asso-
ciation, training umpires, with 2000 
teams and 450 umpires.  SDASA 
has the best program available, 
provides free liability coverage for 

league officers and tournament di-
rectors; but don't expect this com-
missioner to back you up in the 
event of a claim when you flaunt 
our requirements.  I have in the 
past, and will continue to advise 
those not willing to follow our by-
laws and code, to find another or-
ganization with which to associate. 

Fewer Invitational's Leads to 
More Scrutiny 

The fewer number of invitational 
tournaments this year has allowed 
as to more closely scrutinize partici-
pating teams.  It appears as though 
hosts doing a pretty good job of 
ascertaining ASA participation.  Re-
cently found three out-of-state 
teams entered in a JO invitational 
which subsequently registered 
ASA.  Several options available 
which are not to sanction the tour-
nament in the future, go back to 
travel permits nationwide for JO, or 
demand evidence of registration in 
the future.  Why go to all this trou-
ble?  Two primary reasons are 
maintain liability coverage for the 
host and that the ASA umpires 
have accident as well as liability 
coverage.  Needless to say, the 
umpires need to verify ASA sanc-
tion of any tournament they officiate 
because as with hosts, this writer 
will not sign off on injuries/ liability 
claims not pre- approved. 

Thanks to National  

Tournament Host for a Big 
Job 

Want to thank our National Tourna-
ment hosts for their commitment 
and efforts to bring quality softball 
to South Dakota and softball fans.  
Evidence of their efforts and enthu-
siasm can be seen in the last few 
pages of this issue.  We urge our 
membership to attend the JO Girls 

14&Under Fast Pitch at Sioux Falls 
as well as the Mens E Rec in that 
City and Men's "C" in Rapid City.  
Knowing the Rapid City effort and 
believing East River at least equal 
to the local effort, sincerely hope 
their efforts meet or beat expecta-
tions.  A bonus for those attending 
the Sioux Falls Tournaments is a 
visit to the newly erected SDASA 
Hall of Fame building located at 
Sherman Park complex. 

SD ASA will miss Scott Hille 

Unable to close on 
a high note due to 
the recent passing 
of a young, per-
sonable and tal-
ented SDASA um-
pire. Cancer 
claimed the life of 
forty-seven (47) 
year old Scott Allen Hille of Mitchell 
on June 23rd.  Ability garnered 
Scott action in multiple state and 
several National tournaments which 
led to his National Indicator Frater-
nity induction in 2009.  Aware enti-
ties provided memorials and many 
members attended wake and fu-
neral service;, possibly the greatest 
testimony to this young man can be 
found in the photo of "blue" who 
served as an honor guard at the 
funeral.   Much appreciation to 
those able to attend the services 
and those unable rest assured that 
Scott calling them "as he sees 
them" at the "big game" in the here-
after. R.I.P to this young man can 
be found in the photo of "blue" who 
served as an honor guard at the 
funeral.   Much appreciation to 
those able to attend the services 
and those unable rest assured that 
Scott calling them "as he sees 
them" at the "big game" in the here-
after. R.I.P  
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2012 SD ASA Scholarship Winners 
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       August 15th will see the issuance of seventeen (17) $500.00 scholarships totaling $8,500.00 issued to a host 
of schools on behalf of eligible SDASA participants.  According to committee Chairman Gary Young, past ex-
perience makes the process no easier as applicant quality remains high.  One disappointing aspect, due to dis-
appearing boys fast pitch is the reduction of male applicants. 

      Funds for the scholarships come from SDASA and Sioux Falls People for Youth who continue to contribute 
$2500 per year.  SDASA's perpetual scholarship fund dependent on the stock market appears to grow at a 
snails pace in recent years; at last report (May 31,2012) had an accumulated value of $54,734.18. 

      Listing and pictured herein are the 2012 recipients, career choices if known and school selections.  Payment 
issued 8/15/12 are directed to the schools indicated on behalf of the student who receives a copy of notice and 
payment.  A change of school before the issuance date requires notification to the State Office in Spearfish to 
avoid misapplication of payment. 

Emily G. Nichols 
of Sioux Falls 
intends to enroll 
at Minnesota's 
Gustavus Adol-
phus College 
where the field of 
medicine is her 
calling. 

Cassandra L. 
Kranz of Wa-
tertown will 
enroll at Au-
gustana Col-
lege in Sioux 
Falls majoring 
in mathematics 
with intent to 
become a finan-
cial engineer. 

Ashley E. Currey 
of Madison, using 
personal experi-
ences will be at-
tending Northern 
State University 
at Aberdeen in-
tent on becoming 
an Athletic 
Trainer or Occu-
pational Thera-
pist. 

Kayla M. Plimp-
ton of Lennox will 
be attending Da-
kota State Uni-
versity at Madi-
son.  Purpose of 
school is to be-
come an elemen-
tary grade 
teacher and 
coach. 

Kalie A. 
Maiden of 
Rapid City has 
chosen North-
ern State Uni-
versity at Aber-
deen seeking a 
degree in 
physical ther-
apy followed by 
graduate school 
at USD in Ver-
million. 

Erica M. 
Everson of 
Rapid City 
has chosen 
Black Hills 
State Uni-
versity at 
Spearfish to 
further her 
career in the 
medical field 
seeking to be a Doctor or Medical Researcher. 
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Leland D. Murren of 
Brandon will enroll in 
South Dakota State 
University at Brook-
ings.  Educational aspi-
rations are a bachelors 
degree in nursing lead-
ing to becoming a nurse 
anesthetist. 

Anna M. Cramer of 
Huron is enrolling at 
the University of 
South Dakota at Ver-
million.  Intent on 
majoring in Health 
Services Administra-
tion, she hopes to 
graduate in 2016 and 
maintaining her high 
school GPA would 
insure same. 

Jessica F. Kallas of 
Belle Fourche is opt-
ing to attend Black 
Hills State University 
in Spearfish.  Ms 
Kallas seeks a degree 
in the medical field as 
a registered nurse. 

Chelsea Roseneau of Spear-
fish is enrolling at South 
Dakota State University at 
Brookings.  Aspiration is to 
become a graphic designer 
in a field of great dimen-
sions. 

Katelynn N. Runge of 
Brookings has selected 
Dakota Wesleyan Uni-
versity at Mitchell for 
her higher education.  
Becoming a physical 
therapist ultimately to 
assist those in recovery 
and well being. 

This year SD ASA, with partner SF People for 
Youth awarded 17 scholarships at $500.00 each 
to graduating seniors who have played and/or um-
pired ASA softball for at least 3 years.  The deadline 
to be consider for 2013 is March 1. To get the 
forms, go to  

http://www.sdasasoftball.org/forms/
SCHOLARSHIP%20REDONE.pdf 

Forms must be returned to Youth Commissioner 
Carol Pipgras 
804 S. Garfield 
Sioux Falls, SD 57104 



We are on the web 

www.sdasasoftball.com 

SOUTH DAKOTA ASA SOFTBALL NEWS  
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Tia C. Carlson of 
Kadoka will be at-
tending SDSU at 
Brookings intent on 
becoming a regis-
tered nurse.  Cur-
rently a certified 
Nurse Assistant, 
Tia obviously ac-
quainted with her 
choice of occupation. 

Lindsey R. Miller of 
Iroquois will be at-
tending Mount 
Marty College at 
Yankton.  She will 
pursue a degree in 
radiological  technol-
ogy intent on becom-
ing a team leader. 

Katelyn A. 
Knutson of Sioux 
Falls is enrolling 
at the University 
of South Dakota 
in Vermillion.  
Becoming a Regis-
tered Nurse and 
working in the 
Pediatric field is 
her career choice.  

Kyle C. Pollreisz of 
Ethan, SD, has chosen 
South Dakota State 
University at Brookings 
to advance his educa-
tion. Goal is to become 
the best engineer his 
skills and hard work 
will attain. 

Karry R.Leber from 
Sioux Falls will be 
attending Concordia 
College in Minnesota.  
A career selection 
resulting from asso-
ciation with the 
Academy of Finance 
is to become a certi-
fied Public Account-
ant. 

Carly J. Peterson of 
Sioux Falls has se-
lected Augustana Col-
lege of her home city 
to continue her educa-
tion.  Initial goal is to 
become a registered 
nurse with further 
schooling to become a 
nurse anesthetist. 
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The Ladies and Gentleman who wear the Blue gathered from around the state to show respect for Scott Hille of 
Mitchell. Scott passed away after a battle with cancer on June 23. Scott will be missed by teams and umpires alike.  

Photos from South Dakota’s inaugural College Showcase held in Sioux Falls this summer. For the first year, even 
though the number of college coaches were not great, the tournament was consider a success by tournament director 
Carol Pipgras.                                                                                                                      Photos by Val Fritz 
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AUGUST 31st—SEPTEMBER 3rd, 2012  
Entry Fee: $375 

 
Deadline: August 24th 2012 

 
Tournament Draw: August 27th 6pm Convention & Visitors BureauOffice - 444 
Mt. Rushmore Road N. 

 
Managers Meeting: August 31st 2012 4pm at Main Street Square  512 Main Street. 
Rapid City SD, 57701       (Open at 3pm see events) 
 
Opening ceremonies: 6pm August 31st at Star of the West Sports Complex Play to 
start immediately afterwards.  

Tournament Director 
Mike Miles 
1096 Pennington St. 
City: Rapid City 
State: SD 
Zip: 57703 
Business: (605) 415-2687 
Home: (605) 393-0296 
milo@rcasa.net 
 
Housing Cordinator 
Domico Rodriguez 
410 East Utah St. 
City: Rapid City 
State: SD 
Zip: 57701 
Business: (605) 718-8491 
Home: (605) 209-1213 
Fax:  
rodriguez@visitrapidcity.com 

Playing Fields 

Star of the West Sports Coplex 
 
Number of Fields: 8 
 
Address: 1511 Sedivy Lane 
City: Rapid City, SD 

 

Mike Miles, Tournament Director 

Managers 
Meeting 

Star of the West 8/31/2012 

Tournament 
Draw 

CVB Office 8/27/2012 

Opening  
Ceremonies 

Star of the West 8/31/2012 
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2012 
HARMODON PARK 

SIOUX FALLS, SOUTH DAKOTA 

AUGUST 31ST – September 3RD 

The Sioux Falls Men’s Slow-Pitch League, Sioux Falls Convention & Visitor’s Bureau, 

Sioux Falls Parks & Recreation, South Dakota ASA, and our partner’s/ sponsor’s 

would like to invite your team to the first ever in South Dakota, Men’s E/Recreational 

National Slow-Pitch Softball Tournament. The tournament will be hosted at the new-

est men’s softball complex in the state at Harmodon Park in Eastern Sioux Falls. 

Eight-lighted 300’ diamonds within minutes of downtown Sioux Falls, The Empire 

Mall, or the new Dawley Farm Mall 2 miles north of the complex. This is the first 

ever tournament of this kind in South Dakota. As host, SD teams can participate by 

playing in a SDASA 3, 4, or 5 State Tournament, Then sending your team’s roster & 

entry fee to qualify. The tournament will be held on Labor Day Weekend Aug 31st to 

Sept 3 for ASA E/Rec registered teams in the Northern Plains Region. So tell your 

teammates, families, and friends to plan for a great time in Sioux Falls Labor Day 

Weekend 2012! 

Entries can be sent to: 

ASA E/Rec National Tournament 

P.O. Box 89936 

Sioux Falls SD, 57109    



The Sioux Falls Men’s Slow-Pitch League, Sioux Falls Convention & Visitor’s   
Bureau, Sioux Falls Parks & Recreation, South Dakota ASA, and our    
partners/sponsors would like to invite your team to the first ever in South Dakota,  
Men’s E/Recreational National Slow-Pitch Softball Tournament.
The tournament will be hosted at the newest men’s softball complex in the state at 
Harmodon Park in Eastern Sioux Falls. Eight-lighted 300’ diamonds within minutes of 
downtown Sioux Falls, The Empire Mall, or the new Grand Falls Casino 15 miles east of the complex. 

Host Bar
Drink and food 
specials
throughout the 
tournament.


